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SESSION OBJECTIVE: VARIOUS TEXTS 
To gain a general understanding of the Biblical evidence of spiritual gifts.


Miracles and Discernment 
Rounding out the so-called, “Miraculous Gifts,” are the gifts of healing and miracles. We will also discuss how 
the gift of discernment works (and notably, how it doesn’t work). We will examine the textual evidence for 
each, and pay particular attention to some interesting grammatical differences as well.


Workings of Miracles 
Below is a look at various texts regarding miracles.


OLD TESTAMENT 

Exodus 4:21 
“And the LORD said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all the miracles 
that I have put in your power. But I will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go.”


1 Chronicles 16:12 
“Remember the wondrous works that he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he uttered.”


(See also Psalm 105:5)


NEW TESTAMENT 

Acts 19:11 
“And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul.”
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Galatians 3:1-6 
“O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly 
portrayed as crucified. 2 Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing 
with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 4 Did 
you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? 5 Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and 
works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith— 6 just as Abraham ‘believed 
God, and it was counted to him as righteousness?’”


Hebrews 2:1-4 
“Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 2 For since 
the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a 
just retribution, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the 
Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and 
various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.”


Discernment 
Only in 1 Corinthians 12 do we find this gift, but it is connected to various other passages regarding spiritual 
warfare. Grudem defines this as, “a special ability to recognize the influence of the Holy Spirit or of demonic 
spirits in a person.” Below are a few passages helpful to understanding this gift.


Acts 8:9-13, 18-24 
“But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practiced magic in the city and amazed the people 
of Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody great. 10 They all paid attention to him, from the least to the 
greatest, saying, “This man is the power of God that is called pGreat.” 11 And they paid attention to him 
because for a long time he had amazed them with his magic. 12 But when they believed Philip as he preached 
good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 
women. 13 Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with Philip. And seeing signs 
and great miracles performed, he was amazed.”


“Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them 
money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy 
Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the 
gift of God with money! 21 You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 
22 Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your 
heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.” 24 
And Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may come upon me.”


Acts 13:6-8 
“When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they came upon a certain magician, a 
Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus. 7 He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, 
who summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the magician (for that 
is the meaning of his name) opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. 


Acts 16:16-21 
“As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and 
brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are 
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servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” 18 And this she kept doing for 
many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name 
of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And hit came out that very hour. 19 But when her owners saw that their 
hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers. 
20 And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said, “These men are Jews, and they are 
disturbing our city. 21 They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice.”


Acts 19:13-20 
“Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who 
had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” 14 Seven sons of a Jewish high 
priest named Sceva were doing this. 15 But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I 
recognize, but who are you?” 16 And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all of 
them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17 And this became 
known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks. And fear fell upon them all, and the name of the 
Lord Jesus was extolled. 18 Also many of those who were now believers came, confessing and divulging their 
practices. 19 And a number of those who had practiced magic arts brought their books together and burned 
them in the sight of all. And they counted the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of 
silver. 20 So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily.”


Mark 9:25; 29 
“And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You 
mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.”

“And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”


Luke 13:11-13 
“And behold, there was a woman who had had a disabling spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and 
could not fully straighten herself. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said to her, “Woman, you are 
freed from your disability.” 13 And he laid his hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and she 
glorified God.”


Acts 16:16 
“As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and 
brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling.”


1 John 4:1 
“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false 
prophets have gone out into the world.” 


1 John 4:6 
We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this 
we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
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