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SESSION OBJECTIVE: VARIOUS TEXTS 
To gain a general understanding of the Biblical evidence of spiritual gifts.


Knowledge, Leadership, Teaching 
In Session 2, we discussed wisdom, what it is, and how it’s to be used. Today we will consider three more of 
the gifts from the survey you took in Session 1. Knowledge typically goes hand in hand with wisdom, and so 
we will follow up our discussion with a few more biblical passages regarding the two. Leadership is a gift that 
utilizes both wisdom and knowledge, and it is usually reinforced by the gift of Teaching. We will begin with 
Knowledge.


Knowledge 
What is knowledge? The dictionary defines it as, “facts, information, and skills acquired by a person through 
experience or education; the theoretical or practical understanding of a subject,” or, “awareness or familiarity 
gained by experience of a fact or situation.” It's a word that indicates understanding about the nature of 
something. But what does the Scripture say about it?


OLD TESTAMENT UNDERSTANDING 
There are several Hebrew words that are translated in the noun form, knowledge, or in the verbal form, to 
know. Below is a breakdown of each of them.


 To know, understanding, or experience - (’yada) ּדָעָה
Genesis 3:22 - “Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and 
evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand rand take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—”

Genesis 4:1 - “Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man 
with the help of the LORD.” 
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 Knowledge - (daꜥaṯ) ּדַעַת
Ecclesiastes 12:9 - “Besides being wise, the Preacher also taught the people knowledge, weighing and 
studying and arranging many proverbs with great care.”

Proverbs 1:7 - “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. 


 Knowledge - (maddāꜥ) מַּדָע
2 Chronicles 1:10 - “Give me now wisdom and knowledge to go out and come in before this people, for who 
can govern this people of yours, which is so great?”


NEW TESTAMENT UNDERSTANDING 
The are, additionally, several Greek words in the New Testament that are translated as the noun form, 
knowledge, and the verbal form, to know. Below is a breakdown of the different words with their respective 
meanings.


οἶδα (oida) - “To have information about,” or, "to know how” 
Acts 24:22 - “But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of the Way, put them off, saying, “When Lysias 
the tribune comes down, I will decide your case.”


γνῶσις (gnōsis) - “Comprehension or intellectual grasp of something, usually in a special sense” 
1 Corinthians 12:8 - “For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit,”


ἐπίγνωσις (epignōsis) - “Knowledge or understanding from a mortal perspective” 
Colossians 1:9 - “And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be 
filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of 
God;”


PUTTING IT TO USE 
A simple way of understanding the gift of knowledge is seeing it as, “the special ability that God gives to 
certain members of the Body of Christ to discover, accumulate, analyze and clarify information and ideas 
which are pertinent to the well-being of the Body.” This is primarily through learning the Scriptures, but also 
can mean filtering the day-to-day information one gathers through a Biblical lens. 


References: 
Matthew 16:15-17 - “He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 16 Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.’ 17 And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.’”

2 Corinthians 11:6 - “Even if I am unskilled in speaking, I am not so in knowledge; indeed, in every way we 
have made this plain to you in all things.”

2 Peter 1:3 - “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence,”


Places to use the gift of Knowledge: 
1. Life Bible Study Leader

2. Kid’s / Youth Ministry Teacher
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3. Youth Small Group Leader

4. Freedom Group Facilitator


Leadership 
What is leadership? Paul mentions it in Romans 12:8 when writes, “the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; 
the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with 
cheerfulness.” Clearly it is a gifting that Paul envision being done within the church with zeal, or in other 
words, without any second guessing. Those who have the gift of leadership should not wait, but lead with a 
sense of urgency. Simply put the gift of leadership is, “the special ability that God gives to certain members of 
the Body of Christ to set goals in accordance with God's purpose for the future and to communicate these 
goals to others in such a way that they voluntarily and harmoniously work together to accomplish those goals 
for the glory of God.”


PUTTING IT TO USE 
The positive traits of people with the gift of Leadership will generally include being visionary sorts that will 
assume responsibility for a task if no one else is. They can visualize end results, and can communicate that 
vision in a manner that excites those around them, and inspires cooperation. The negative traits usually 
include viewing human beings as human resources, and getting upset when other people do not share the 
same vision or goals. They may also appear unresponsive to suggestions or appeals, and can sometimes 
overstep where God has not instructed.


References: 
1 Timothy 5:17 - “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who 
labor in preaching and teaching.”

προί̈στημι (proistēmi) - “To set over with authority, to lead” 

Hebrews 13:17 - “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those 
who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no 
advantage to you.”


Places to use the gift of Leadership: 
1. Pastor / Elder

2. Ministry Leader

3. Welcome Team

4. Leadership Training

5. Discipleship / Mentorship


Teaching 
Teaching is fairly straightforward in its definition. The gift of teaching is the special ability that God gives a 
member of the Body of Christ to communicate information relevant to the health and ministry of the Body and 
its members in such a way that others will learn.” People who teach are not always pastors, however one of 
the ways pastors exercise pastoral authority is through the ministry of teaching. The New Testament word for 
teaching is διδαχή (didachē) or διδάσκω (didaskō), and it means, “instruction,” or, “to teach or speak in a 
public assembly.”
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Below is a breakdown of the ways we see it used in the New Testament.


EXEGESIS OF SCRIPTURE 
Acts 15:35 - “But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with 
many others also.”

Hebrews 5:12 - “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the 
basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food,”


CHRISTIAN PRACTICE 
1 Corinthians 4:17 - “That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you 
of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church.”

Romans 16:17 - “I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles 
contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them.”

2 Timothy 2:2 - “and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, 
who will be able to teach others also.”


PUTTING IT TO USE 
The gift of Teaching is given to the church primarily for the communication and application of God’s Word. 
This is more of an office than a gift, although the gift is implied in the office. Usually, someone who is a gifted 
teacher will also be equipped with the gift of Prophecy, Knowledge, Wisdom, and Leadership. They can 
communicate truths about God’s Word (knowledge), apply them both correctly (wisdom) and specifically 
(prophecy), and do so in a manner that inspires people to change (leadership). 


Places to use the gift of Teaching: 
1. Pastor / Elder

2. Life Bible Study

3. Kids / Youth Teacher

4. Leadership Seminars / Conferences

5. Freedom Group Leader

6. Discipleship / Mentorship
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