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SESSION OBJECTIVE: ROSICRUCIANISM 
To learn more about the history and beliefs of the Order of the Rosy Cross.


“The Rosicrucian tradition encourages each student to discover the wisdom, compassion, strength, and 
peace that already reside within each of us." (Mastery of Life, Rosicrucian Order, AMORC)


The Rosicrucian Order 
The Rosicrucian Order is a worldwide brotherhood claiming to possess esoteric wisdom handed down from 
ancient times, but brought to light through the writings of Johann Valentin Andreae regarding the German 
physician, Christian Rosenkreutz. The name derives from the order’s symbol, a rose on a cross, which is 
separate from Christianity. Rosicrucian teachings are a combination of occultism and other religious beliefs 
and practices, including Hermeticism, Jewish mysticism, and Christian gnosticism. The central feature of 
Rosicrucianism is the belief that its members possess secret wisdom that was handed down to them from 
ancient times.


OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 
H. Spencer Lewis: The Mystic Triangle (1925), The Mystical Life of Jesus (1929), A Thousand Years of 
Yesterdays (1920), The Secret Doctrines of Jesus (1937)

Anonymous: Fama Fraternitatis Rosae Crucis (1614), Confessio Fraternitatis (1615)

Johann Valentin Andreae: Chymical Wedding of Christian Rosenkreutz (1616)

AMORC: The American Rosae Crucis (1915), Mystics at Prayer (1931), Mystic Wisdom (2005)
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ORGANIZATION STRUCTURE 
Rosicrucianism has been expressed in various organizations. For instance, the Ancient and Mystical Order 
Rosae Crucis is currently the largest organization (worldwide), but there are other smaller breakaway groups 
as well. Defining Rosicrucianism as a whole entity is impossible for this reason. 


UNIQUE TERMINOLOGY 
• Mystic: An experience where one personally knows, through direct knowledge, the source of all being. This 

source is usually referred to as, “God, the Divine, or the Cosmic.”

• Rosy Cross: A symbol for Rosicrucians that has Egyptian roots

• Astral Projection

• Imperator 

History 
The history of the Rosicrucian Order is difficult to pin down. For this study, we will focus specifically on the 
Ancient and Mystical Order Rosae Crucis.


THE THREE MANIFESTOS 
The public unveiling of Rosicrucianism happened with the circulation of three manifestos. The first manifesto, 
Fama Fraternitatis, tells the story of the, "Father C.R." (later referred to in the text as "C.R.C.") and his ill-
fated pilgrimage to Jerusalem; his subsequent tutelage by the secret sages of the east, the wise men 
of Damcar (Dhamar) in Arabia, from whom he learned the ancient esoteric knowledge which included the 
study of physics, mathematics, magic and kabbalah; his return through Egypt and Fes, and his presence 
among the alumbrados in Spain. It is thought in occultism that Rosenkreuz's pilgrimage seems to refer to 
transmutation steps of the Great Work. 


The second manifesto, Confessio Fraternitatis, declares the existence of a secret brotherhood of alchemists 
and sages who were interpreted, by the society of those times, to be preparing to transform the political and 
intellectual landscape of Europe. Both of these manifestos were written anonymously.

 
The third manifesto, claimed to have been written by Johann Valentin Andreae, was called, The Chymical 
Wedding of Christian Rosenkreutz. It was vastly different in style and form. It is an allegoric romance (story) 
divided into Seven Days, or Seven Journeys, like Genesis, and recounts how Christian Rosenkreuz was 
invited to go to a wonderful castle full of miracles, in order to assist the Chymical Wedding of the king and the 
queen, that is, the husband and the bride. 


These works were translated into multiple languages and circulated heavily, attracting a lot of attention to the 
so-called, “Order of the Rose Cross.”


CHRISTIAN ROSENKREUTZ 
Christian Rosenkreutz is the central figure of the three manifestos, and legendary founder of the Order of the 
Rose Cross. According to legend, Christian Rosenkreuz was a doctor who discovered and 
learned esoteric wisdom on a pilgrimage to the Middle East among Turkish, Arab and Persian sages, 
possibly Sufi or Zoroastrian masters, supposedly in the early 15th century; returned and founded the, 
"Fraternity of the Rose Cross" with himself (Frater C.R.C.) as Head of the Order. Under his direction a Temple, 
called Sanctus Spiritus, or "The House of the Holy Spirit,” was built. 
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It is described that his body, as discovered by a Brother of the Order, was in a perfect state of preservation 
120 years after his death (which occurred in absolute secrecy) – as Rosenkreuz had predicted — in 
a heptagonal chamber erected by himself as a storehouse of knowledge. It is described that on 
the Sarcophagus in the centre of the Crypt of Christian Rosenkreutz were written, among other inscriptions 
the words, "Jesus mihi omnia, nequaquam vacuum, libertas evangelii, dei intacta gloria, legis jugum" ("Jesus 
is everything to me, by no means empty, the freedom of the gospel, the untouched glory of God, the yoke of 
the law"), testifying to the builder's Christian character.


HARVEY SPENCER LEWIS 
Lewis was a noted Rosicrucian author, occultist, and mystic. He was also the founder and first Imperator of 
the Ancient and Mystical Order Rosae Crucis. Lewis reportedly traveled to France and learned from the 
French Rosicrucians, and was charged to reactivate it in the United States. AMORC is a non-profit 501(c)(3), 
and now functions internationally with the Supreme Grand Lodge located in Lachute, Quebec, Canada.


DOCTRINAL PROBLEMS  
The Order promotes itself as fully open to any religious group. The website states: “AMORC is not a religion 
and does not require a specific code of belief or conduct. Rosicrucian students come from a variety of cultural 
and religious backgrounds. Becoming a Rosicrucian student does not in any way require you to leave your 
church, join a church, or change your religious beliefs. Some Rosicrucian members do not subscribe to any 
specific religious beliefs at all. For students who do, we encourage them to participate in the religion of their 
choice. As a result, Rosicrucian students come from every religious denomination, and through our teachings, 
many find a greater appreciation of the mystical principles underlying their individual religious and 
philosophical beliefs. Those who do not belong to any particular religion often discover a sense of connection 
with a higher intelligence that was missing in their lives before.” 


Beyond that, the Mystic Life of Jesus (Lewis) purports Jesus to be a part of the ancient Jewish group, the 
Essenes, and essentially position Him as a gnostic and Rosicrucian. 


Even more, the Order opens itself up to magic, something clearly rejected by Scripture (Lev. 19:31; Deut. 
18:10-12). 
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