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SESSION OBJECTIVE: VARIOUS TEXTS 
To gain a general understanding of the Biblical evidence of spiritual gifts.


Wisdom 
Wisdom is a vitally important thing for Christians to understand, and yet it is confusing because of the myriad 
of ways it is used and explained, both in and outside of the church. What someone means when they use the 
word wisdom will be determined by who (or what) is informing them. Tonight, we will explore the biblical 
definitions of wisdom, and then address the spiritual gift of wisdom and the different ways it can be expressed 
within the context of the church.


Wisdom From Where? 
What is wisdom? The dictionary defines it as, “the quality of having experience, knowledge, and good 
judgment.” In other words, a wise person is usually older (which entails more experience), they are usually 
fairly learned individuals (knowledge), and they usually have an aptitude to make generally good decisions 
(good judgment).


If you are old enough, you might remember the Charms Tootsie Roll Pop commercials with the owl. In the 
commercial, the little boy asks the owl (the wisest of creatures), “how many licks does it take to get the center 
of the Tootsie Roll Pop?” The owl responds by taking the sucker, licking it three times, and then bitting off the 
whole thing to consume it. “Three,” he responds, to the boy’s dismay. The commercial captures a mythical 
understanding of wisdom that dates all the way back to Greek mythology. In the Greek pantheon, Athena 
(Minerva in Roman mythology) was the virgin goddess of war and also, wisdom. War requires strategy and 
wisdom in order to be victorious, and so the pairing makes sense. She is often depicted with an owl, the bird 
that belonged to her, that usually is facing her blind side, thus allowing her to be totally aware of her 
surroundings at all time. The owl continued to represent wisdom because of this.
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While interesting, the Bible does not necessarily mean any of that when it speaks of wisdom. A longer 
definition of wisdom might be something like: “Wisdom is acting in a specific context according to both God’s 
will and God-given knowledge.” In other words it is putting into action a kind of God-given knowledge that 
requires discernment and courage.


A Biblical Survey 
Below is an examination of some of the passages that deal with wisdom that help formulate the above 
definition.


THE SOURCE OF TRUE WISDOM 
Romans 11:33-36: “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 34 For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his 
counselor? 35 Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid? 36 For from him and through him and 
to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.”


Colossians 2:2-3: “My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have 
the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in 
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”


WISDOM CRIES OUT 
Proverbs 8:32-36: “And now, O sons, listen to me: blessed are those who keep my ways. 33 Hear instruction 
and be wise, and do not neglect it. 34 Blessed is the one who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, 
waiting beside my doors. 35 For whoever finds me, finds life, and obtains favor from the LORD, 36 but he who 
fails to find me injures himself; all who hate me love death.”


A WAY TO HAPPINESS AND PEACE 
Proverbs 3:13-17: “Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding, 14 for the 
gain from her is better than gain from silver and her profit better than gold. 15 She is more precious than 
jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her. 16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are 
riches and honor. 17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.


DO NOT ARGUE IT 
Acts 6:3, 8-10: “Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and 
of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty.”


“And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Then some 
of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the 
Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10 But they could not 
withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking.” 


IT IS NOT WORLDLY WISDOM 
1 Corinthians 2:1, 6, 12-14: “And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the 
testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom.”


“6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this 
age, who are doomed to pass away.”
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“14 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 
understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this tin words not taught by human wisdom 
but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 14 The natural person does not 
accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because 
they are spiritually discerned.


CHARACTERISTICS OF WISDOM 
James 3:13-17: “Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in 
the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast 
and be false to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, 
demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. 17 
But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, 
impartial and sincere.”


IT IS FOUND IN SCRIPTURE 
2 Timothy 3:14-17: “You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, 
knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings 
which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All 
Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”


The Gift in Use 
Understanding the biblical view of wisdom helps us understand the gift of wisdom. The gift of wisdom is a 
special dispensation from the Spirit of God to apply God’s knowledge in specific contexts according to God’s 
will for the benefit of the believer towards salvation and ultimate fulfillment. Someone who possesses this gift 
may have the following strengths and characteristics: 


Potential strengths and characteristics: 
1. A practical problem solver (Genesis 41:33-37).

2. The ability to counsel others about their situation with supernatural insight.

3. The ability to distinguish good from evil with confidence. 

4. The ability to understand biblical truths in their context, and make appropriate applications.

5. The ability to sense the Spirit’s prompting to make specific decisions.


Places to use the gift of wisdom: 
1. Leadership

2. Kids/Student Ministry

3. Life Bible Study

4. Participant in Small Groups

5. Host Team
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