
City On a Hill March 3, 2021 Gifted: Session 1

SESSION OBJECTIVE: VARIOUS TEXTS 
To gain a general understanding of the Biblical evidence of spiritual gifts.


What is a spiritual gift? 
The term spiritual gift is one you have likely heard if you’ve coming around church for a decent amount of 
time, but where does it come from in the Scripture? The English term spiritual gift comes from translating a 
few different Greek words.


1. χάρισμα (charisma) - 1 Corinthians 1:4-7 (lit. gifts)

2. πνευματικός (pneumatikos) - 1 Corinthians 12:1-3; 14:1 (lit. spirituals, spiritual things)

3. πνεῦμα (pneuma) - 1 Corinthians 14:12 (lit. Spirit)


These gifts or attributes endowed to a believer by the Holy Spirit are just that, individual gifts. The classic list 
is found in 1 Corinthians 12:4-11. The list includes nine gifts: 1. wisdom, 2. knowledge, 3. faith, 4. gifts of 
healing, 5. effecting of miracles, 6. prophecy, 7. distinguishing spirits, 8. various kinds of tongues, 9. 
interpretation of tongues. 


There is another list found in Romans 12:3-8 that includes some repeats the gift of prophecy, but also lists 
some new gifts as well. The list is as follows: 1. prophecy, 2. service, 3. teaching, 4. exhortation, 5. generosity, 
6. leadership, 7. mercy. 


Mention of the gifts is only elsewhere found in Hebrews 2:4 and 1 Peter 4:10


GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 
The New Testament also presents gifts to the church, which are not individual in nature (although individuals 
fulfill these roles), but the gifting is given to the church. The list of these gifts is found in Ephesians 4:11-13. 
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This list includes five gifts: 1. apostles, 2. prophets, 3. evangelists, 4. pastors, 5. teachers. The list is 
specifically meant for the, “equipping of the sands for the work of service” (Eph. 4:12). 


Spiritual Gifts in the Old Testament? 
While they are not called spiritual gifts, nor do they operate in the same way or for the same purpose, there is 
evidence of the supernatural working of God’s Spirit in the Old Testament. 


JUDGES 
The “Spirit of the Lord” comes upon several of the judges, but it is perhaps best demonstrated through 
Samson. He is given supernatural strength (Jd. 14:6), and the ability to fight many at one time (Jd. 14:19; 
15:14-15). There are less impressive but still valuable examples with other judges such as Othniel (Jd. 3:7-11), 
Gideon (Jd. 6:34-7:23), and Jepthah (Jd. 11:29-40).


IN CREATION 
We also see the supernatural power of the Spirit at work in creation itself. In Genesis 1:2, the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the waters of the deep. It also seems as if the Spirit is the very one sustaining all of life 
(Gen. 6:17; 7:15). 


FOR TEMPORARY PURPOSES 
One of the most similar examples of the Spirit’s operation in the Old Testament is in Exodus 31:3-4 with 
Bezalel: “I have filled him with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all kinds of 
craftsmanship.” 


Discovering Your Gift 
Take the Spiritual Gifts quiz, follow the prompts to add up the appropriate numbers, and determine how God 
might have gifted you through his Spirit.
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