
City On a Hill December 9, 2020 Session 5: Jehovah’s Witnesses

SESSION OBJECTIVE: JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
To learn more about the history, doctrine, and practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses.


“While inclining to view the pronunciation 'Yahweh' as the more correct way, we have retained the form 
'Jehovah' because of people's familiarity with it since the 14th century." (Interlinear Translation of the Greek 
Scriptures, published by Watchtower, p. 23 of the 1969 edition)


Doctrine and Practice 
Following last session, we will continue discussing the differences between Jehovah’s Witness doctrine and 
the historical teachings of Christianity. 


THE NAME OF GOD 
Jehovah’s Witnesses insist on calling God Jehovah, and even argue that because they are the only major 
religion using this form consistently, that they must be the right ones. But where do they get this from? 


Understanding how something was pronounced in Hebrew is significantly more difficult than words in Greek 
because ancient Hebrew does not include any vowels. God’s covenant name in the Old Testament is called 
the Tetragrammaton (meaning four letters). It is written as יהוה (transliterated YHWH). Vowels were not 
included by scribes until around A.D. 900 (by the Masoretes).


Life Bible Study 1



City On a Hill December 9, 2020 Session 5: Jehovah’s Witnesses

However, when we examine the much older Greek Old Testament, we get the name of God written as ‘Iaouai,’ 
which indicates that the pronunciation was actually Yahweh, not Jehovah. Even Clement of Alexandria, writing 
in the 2nd century, writes God’s name this way. 


So where does Jehovah come from? It comes from Petrus Galatinus, confessor of Pope Leo X in the 1500’s, 
who originated the Latin spelling of the word which we now render as Jehovah. This is not news to the 
Watchtower Society. They wrote in their 1969 edition of Interlinear Translation of the Greek Scriptures on page 
23, “While inclining to view the pronunciation 'Yahweh' as the more correct way, we have retained the form 
'Jehovah' because of people's familiarity with it since the 14th century.” In other words, we know it’s wrong 
but since people have been saying it for the last 600 years, it’s fine! Another Watchtower publication, Aid to 
Bible Understanding, says on page 885 of the 1971 edition that Yahweh is, “the most likely pronunciation” of 
the Hebrew letters YHWH.


THE BIBLE (SEE VIDEO) 
Most of this presentation is not far from accurate, however, notice what is missing?

Read: 2 Peter 1:21


DEATH (SEE VIDEO) 
Jehovah’s Witnesses believes that the soul is mortal and the same as the body, based on Ezekiel 18:4: “The 
soul that sins, it shall die.” They also cite Ecclesiastes 9:5: “The living are conscious that they will die; but as 
for the dead, they are conscious of nothing at all.” Therefore, to the JW, once someone dies, they cease to 
exist. Their only hope is in God “re-creating” them at the so-called resurrection. Then, the 144,000 will reign 
with Christ in heaven, and the rest of them will populate a now perfect earth in perfect recreated bodies. 


They also teach that death is like sleep. The website states, “The Bible often compares death to sleep. (Psalm 
13:3; John 11:11-14; Acts 7:60) A person who is fast asleep is unaware of what is happening around him. 
Likewise, the dead are not conscious of anything. Yet, the Bible teaches that God can awaken the dead as if 
from sleep and give them life again. (Job 14:13-15) For those whom God resurrects, death is not the end of 
everything.” It is true that the Bible speaks of death as sleep, but not to highlight the unconscious state of a 
person. Instead, sleep illustrates the temporary nature of death. When people sleep, they wake back up! 
Death, for a Christian, is not permanent. We are resurrected. 


See: 2 Corinthians 5:8


HELL 
Jehovah’s Witnesses do not believe in a literal hell, but rather define it as, “a common grave for mankind,” a 
place of unconscious non-existence. Gehenna, the word translated from the New Testament meaning hell, is 
seen as a place of complete judgment where resurrection is not possible. In other words, they believe in the 
total annihilation of the soul. It cannot be a place of torment because they reject the idea of the soul being in a 
place apart from the body. 


See: Luke 16:19-31; Matthew 8:12


HIGHER EDUCATION 
Higher education is rejected on the basis that it is futile to invest time in a secular world that faces imminent 
judgment. 
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https://www.jw.org/en/library/magazines/g200809/death-is-it-the-end/
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