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SESSION OBJECTIVE: THE WAY, INTERNATIONAL 
To learn about the history, doctrine, and practices of The Way International.


“God spoke to me audibly, just like I’m talking to you now. He said He would teach me the Word as it had not 
been known since the first century, if I would teach it to others.” Victor Paul Wierville


The Way, International 
The Way, International was formally founded by Victor Paul Wierwille in 1967 in New Knoxville, Ohio. However, 
the history traces all the way back to 1942, on a radio broadcast by Wierwille called The Vesper Chimes. It 
first aired on WLOK in Lima, Ohio on October 3, 1942.


OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 
The Way Magazine, Receiving the Holy Spirit Today (1965), Power for Abundant Living (1971), The Bible Tells 
Me So (1971), Are the Dead Alive Now? (1971), Jesus Christ is Not God (1975), Jesus Christ Our Passover 
(1980), The Rise and Expansion of the Christian Church (1993)


ORGANIZATION STRUCTURE 
The Way structures itself like a tree.

• The International HQ in New Knoxville, OH are the “roots”

• National offices are the “trunks”

• State offices are the “limbs”
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• Regional or area organizations are the “branches”

• Local congregations of 3 to 30 members meeting in home study groups are the “twigs”


UNIQUE TERMINOLOGY 
• W.O.W. (Way Over the World) Ambassadors is a term that refers to its missionaries. This has recently been 

replaced by Disciples of the Way Outreach. 
• The Way Corps refers to their leadership training program that further indoctrinates its adherents.

• The Teacher or The Doctor is a name used to refer to Victor Paul Wierwille.

• Power for Abundant Living was the original introductory course that every new member was required to 

take, written by Wierwille. It was later replaced by The Way of Abundance and Power by Craig Martindale.


WIERWILLE’S EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
Victor Paul Wierwille graduated from Mission House College, studied at the University of Chicago, and did 
earn a Master of Theology degree from Princeton Theological Seminary. His followers often referred to him as 
The Doctor, despite him not having actually earned a doctorate. His claim was that he earned one from Pikes 
Peak Bible Seminary, but it was not a legitimate educational institution, nor was it accredited. It was later 
discovered to be a diploma mill.


NOT A CHURCH 
When The Way began formally in 1967, it maintained that it was not a religion or church: “The Way 
International is a biblical research and teaching organization concerned with… the inherent accuracy of the 
Word of God… The Way is not a church, nor is it a denomination or a religious sect of any sort.” This is why 
they hold no worship services in sanctuaries or public places. Their so-called Twig Fellowships are home 
groups that meet and study the interpretive techniques laid out by Wierwille, who was seen as the final and 
authoritative say on how to interpret and understand Scripture. 


BUSINESS MODEL 
Wierwille developed his organization into a multi-million dollar enterprise that operated two colleges, two 
ranches, and a publishing concern. At its height it had over 100,000 followers in all 50 states and 40 countries 
and showed a net profit of over 26 million dollars. However, after the death of Wierwille, the leadership of 
Craig Martindale (or lack thereof) led to a sharp decline in numbers. The Way was very successful in reaching 
younger people, specifically on college campuses. Part of what made them successful was their annual Rock 
of Ages concert and seminar that was held every year in New Knoxville. 


DOCTRINES 
The Way teaches a mash up of evangelical, pentecostal, and ancient heresies, most of which are also found 
Jehovah’s Witnesses theology.

• The Bible - According to their Statement of Beliefs, “We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testaments were “given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16) and perfect as originally given; that the God-
breathed Word is of supreme, absolute, and final authority for believing and godliness.

• While it is subtle, their false doctrine is planted here. Wierwille rejects the Scriptures as we know them as 

fallible and filled with man-made doctrines, and therefore it is the students job to separate error from fact. 

• He also teaches that the Gospels belong in the Old Testament, and that only Acts and the New Testament 

epistles addressed to the church apply to today’s believers. This is a massive departure from the 
testimony of Scripture, since, “ALL Scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16). That would 
have been primarily referencing the Old Testament. 


• He also claims that the New Testament was written in Aramaic, not Greek. 
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• Members of The Way are also taught that the Power for Abundant Living classes have almost the same 
authority as the Bible. 


• God - Like Jehovah’s Witnesses, The Way teaches that God the Father is the only true God and Creator of 
heaven and earth. The doctrine of the Trinity is disdainfully rejected. 

• Jesus Christ: Wierwille’s book, Jesus Christ is Not God lays out the foundation for his rejection of the 

deity of Christ. He teaches that because Jesus was born, He was created, and thus He cannot be God. 
As the son of God, He is a perfect man (think “Super” man), and represents all that God truly is. 

• Passages like John 10:30 (“I and my Father are one”) are reinterpreted to mean that they are, “one in 

purpose.” However, this argument ignores the Jews’ violent reaction. Jesus goes on even further in 
John 10:38: “The Father is in Me, and I in Him.”


• Other passages like Hebrews 1:2 and Ephesians 3:9 that explicitly state all things were created by 
Jesus are reinterpreted to mean, “all things are created for Jesus.”


• Because of their rejection of the Trinity, Wierwille (like the JW’s) taught that Jesus died on a stake, not a 
cross. He believed that the cross was a man-made construct meant to symbolize the three persons of 
the Trinity. However, crucifixions were invented by the Persians and perfected by the Romans, and 
crosses were used for that purpose long before Jesus’ time.


• Wierwille also argued that the deity of Christ was not found in the first 3 centuries of the early church. 
However, Ignatius of Antioch (AD 50-106) clearly writes of Christ’s deity. Irenaeus of Lyons (AD 
115-190) writes of Jesus as, “our Lord and God” in His landmark writing, Adversus Haereses (Against 
Heresies). Tertullian (AD 160-220) calls Christ, “God of God.” Hippolytus, Origen, and Lucian all also 
refer to Christ as the One God.


• The Holy Spirit: The Way rejects the personhood of the Holy Spirit, despite the fact that He is referred to 
as He (John 15:26, “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth, who proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness about Me.” John 16:13, “When the Spirit of 
Truth comes, He will guide you into all truth, for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He 
hears He will speak, and He will declare to you the things that are to come.”) He is also lied to in Acts 5 
and referred to as God.


• Salvation - Salvation is by faith in Jesus Christ, but rejects the deity of Christ. In fact, Wierwille taught that, 
“If Christ is truly God, we have not yet been redeemed.”

• The major sign of salvation for The Way is the gift of the holy spirit (not capitalized). Wierwille teaches that 

“when we have salvation, we have wholeness – even physical wholeness if we simply accept it.” Full, 
physical healing is available to all believers, according to Wierwille.

• This is ironic because Wierwille had a plethora of medical issues, and eventually died from cancer.


• Speaking in tongues is another major issue for The Way, because it is a visible sign of salvation. They 
teach that every believer will be given every manifestation of the holy spirit in 1 Corinthians 12 (tongues, 
interpretation, prophecy, word of wisdom, discerning spirits, faith, miracles, and healing). 

• Again, this is problematic for a variety of reasons, but namely that the Bible teaches that not all 

believers will receive all of the gifts. Beyond that, tongues is never a sign of salvation.

• Beyond this, Wierwille taught a mere intellectual acceptance of biblical facts. He also redefined 

repentance to mean, “confession and belief.” Thus, no life change is necessary.

• Similar to JW’s, he taught that the soul is the body’s life force which is in the blood, and that the dead 

cease to exist.

• Immutable Laws - Wierwille taught that God instituted unchangeable principles that believers were to abide 

by. 
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• The Law of Abundant Sharing: Members of The Way were expected to tithe 10% of their income, and 
then anything given on top of that was considered, “abundant sharing.” Failure to follow this law can lead 
to a violation of, “The Law of Prosperity,” wherein a member might jeopardize their own personal wealth 
and health.


• The Law of Believing: This is essentially a play on the law of attraction. Wierwille once stated that a boy’s 
death in an automobile accident was actually caused by his mother’s fear that he may be hurt.
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