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SESSION OBJECTIVE: VARIOUS TEXTS 
To gain a general understanding of the Biblical evidence of spiritual gifts.


Tongues and Interpretation of Tongues 
It’s the gift that either everyone wants to talk about, or no one wants to talk about. Tongues. What does the 
Scripture mean when it speaks of this gift, and how does it work? 


Biblical Accounts of Tongues 
Below is a look at each account (allegedly or otherwise) of the gift of tongues in action.


ACTS 2:1-13 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from 
heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 And there 
appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them. 4 And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them 
utterance. 5 Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And 
when this sound occurred, the crowd came together, and were bewildered because each one of them was 
hearing them speak in his own language. 7 They were amazed and astonished, saying, “Why, are not all these 
who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we each hear them in our own language to which we 
were born? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya around cCyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs — we hear them in our own tongues speaking 
of the mighty deeds of God. 12 And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others were mocking and saying, “They are full of sweet wine.”
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ACTS 10:44-48 
While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the 
message. 45 All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and 
exalting God. Then Peter answered, 47 “Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?” 48 And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days.


(See also Acts 8:14-17, 15:6-9)


ACTS 19:1-7 
It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to Ephesus, 
and found some disciples. 2 He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they 
said to him, “No, we have not even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were 
you baptized?” And they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 4 Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 When they 
heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, 
the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying. 7 There were in all 
about twelve men.


1 CORINTHIANS 12:28-31 
And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts 
of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not 
prophets, are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? 30 All do not have 
gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 31 But 
earnestly desire the greater gifts.


1 CORINTHIANS 13:1-8 
If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all 
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 And if I give all my possessions to feed 
the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing. 4 Love is 
patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; it 
does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in 
unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. 8 Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they 
will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.


(See also Deuteronomy 32:8 [Severian of Gabala])


1 CORINTHIANS 14:1-12 
Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. 2 For one who speaks in 
a tongue does not speak to men but to God; for no one understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries. 3 
But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and consolation. 4 One who speaks in 
a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church. 5 Now I wish that you all spoke in 
tongues, but even more that you would prophesy; and greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks in 
tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may receive edifying. 6 But now, brethren, if I come to you 
speaking in tongues, what will I profit you unless I speak to you either by way of revelation or of knowledge or 
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of prophecy or of teaching? 7 Yet even lifeless things, either flute or harp, in producing a sound, if they do not 
produce a distinction in the tones, how will it be known what is played on the flute or on the harp? 8 For if the 
bugle produces an indistinct sound, who will prepare himself for battle? 9 So also you, unless you utter by the 
tongue speech that is clear, how will it be known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air. 10 
There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the world, and no kind is without meaning. 11 If then I 
do not know the meaning of the language, I will be to the one who speaks a barbarian, and the one who 
speaks will be a barbarian to me. 12 So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for 
the edification of the church.


1 CORINTHIANS 14:13-21 
Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may interpret. 14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit 
prays but my mind is unfruitful. 15 What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with my mind also; 
I will sing praise with my spirit, but I will sing with my mind also. 16 Otherwise, if you give thanks with your 
spirit, how can anyone in the position of an outsider say “Amen” to your thanksgiving when he does not know 
what you are saying? 17 For you may be giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not being built up. 


18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 19 Nevertheless, in church I would rather speak 
five words with my mind in order to instruct others, than ten thousand words in a tongue. 20 Brothers, do not 
be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but in your thinking be mature. 21 In the Law it is written, “By 
people of strange tongues and by the lips of foreigners will I speak to this people, and even then they will not 
listen to me, says the Lord.” 22 Thus tongues are a sign not for believers but for unbelievers, while prophecy 
is a sign not for unbelievers but for believers. 23 If, therefore, the whole church comes together and all speak 
in tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are out of your minds? 24 But if all 
prophesy, and an unbeliever or outsider enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all, 25 the 
secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his face, he will worship God and declare that God is 
really among you. 


26 What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or 
an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. 27 If any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at 
most three, and each in turn, and let someone interpret. 28 But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them 
keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God.


Origen: “If the one who speaks in tongues does not have the power to interpret them, others will not 
understand, but he will know what he was moved by the Spirit to say. When this is understood by others as 
well, there will be fruit from it. Here as elsewhere, we are taught to seek the common good of the church.”


Some Takeaways 
Below is a quick list of takeaways from the above passages.


1. Tongues at Pentecost in Acts 2 is a reversal of Babel in Genesis 11, and a fulfillment of Joel 2.

2. Tongues is understood as an actual, earthly language.

3. Tongues served as a specific sign of genuine faith to transitional groups (Gentiles, John’s disciples).

4. It is used for the building up of the body of Christ.

5. It is never to be used for individual edification (nor are any of the gifts).

6. It is never to be used without interpretation.
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7. It is useless without interpretation, because no one but God understands it.

8. It is one of the least important gifts.

9. It is a sign for non-believers in that it communicates nothing and leaves them in their sin (unlike prophecy, 

which is convicting and can lead to repentance and faith).

10. It is an orderly and controlled gift, not ecstatic or unrestrained.

11. It will eventually completely cease.


Conclusion 
After a careful examination of the Scripture, the gift of tongues seems to function in a very specific, albeit rare 
manner, which is quite a contrast to the modern practice of it, especially in the charismatic movement. It 
should not be despised or ignored, but it also should not be a highlight point of any worship service since 
Paul only addresses it with the Corinthians, who had a history of abusing the gift.
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