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LIFE BIBLE STUDY 
SESSION OBJECTIVE: VARIOUS SCRIPTURES 
To remember the most important reason for the season during the week of Good Friday and Easter Sunday.


The Grace of Emptiness 
As a kid, I used to love to hunt for Easter eggs, for no other reason than I knew I would acquire nearly as 
much candy as I did on Halloween. I would usually also receive an Easter basket already pre-loaded with 
goodies, and so Easter was a day 
that didn’t escape my notice. Now, 
as a parent, I see the way the world 
markets Easter to us. There are 
endless options of baskets, toys, 
and candy to buy for your kids to 
surprise them with. It is talked up in 
schools to excite the children even 
further. It is one of two days a year 
that churches are packed well 
beyond their normal capacities (the 
other being Christmas). If we aren’t 
careful, however, we miss an 
opportunity. Easter is filled with lots 
of family-oriented activities, and 
those can be great things, but they 
are also busy things. Don’t forget to 
slow down and remember the most important message that Easter Sunday has to market to us:


The tomb is empty. 

During “Holy Week” as Easter Sunday approaches, I encourage you to pick a passage or two a day, and read 
through it slowly, and then just think about it for the rest of the day as you go about your busy schedule. Let it 
be a place of refuge in your mind when things get a little to chaotic. When you are stressing over how the 
weekend is going to go with family or friends, remember what you read. When you are at work late and just 
want to be home, remember what you read. When you are watching your kids hunt for Easter eggs (you 
pagan, you), remember the fullness of joy and life and forgiveness we have in the emptiness of that tomb. 
Remember Jesus, broken for you and me.


I remember when I was in High School, I began to discover I could earn people’s attention through my own 
good performance. I strived for the highest grades, the most accomplishments, and I got a lot of attention. I 
also learned that when I underperformed, my value and identity as a person also suffered. I had tethered 
myself to my own successes and failures. When I look at the cross though, what I see is that because if my 
sin, I never was nor will I ever be good enough. But Jesus is. And because He laid His life down for me, my 
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identity is in His performance, not my own. The tomb is usually a symbol of death. Emptiness usually brings 
despair. But when emptiness meets the tomb, the miracle of resurrection signifies life. So celebrate emptiness 
this week. Praise God for it! Dwell on it. Because there is grace in the emptiness of the tomb.


Reading Schedule 
Palm Sunday: April 14th 
1. Matthew 21:1-11

It’s one week until Easter Sunday, and at this point, the crowds love Jesus.


Holy Monday: April 15th 
2. Matthew 22:41-46

He is not only the Son of David, but the Lord of David.


Holy Tuesday: April 16th 
3. Matthew 24:1-2

With the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus, the Temple will not be needed any longer.


Spy Wednesday: April 17th 
4. Matthew 26:1-5

The plan to kill Jesus is plotted.


Maundy Thursday: April 18th 
5. Matthew 26:26-29.

6. Luke 22:14-23.

Jesus observes the Passover with His disciples, and gives new meaning to it.


Good Friday: April 19th 
7. Matthew 27:45-56

8. Isaiah 53:1-12

Just as the life of Jesus was like no other, His death was like no other as well.


Black Saturday: April 20th 
9. Matthew 27:62-66

His tomb is guarded to prevent His disciples from tampering with His body.


Easter Sunday: April 21st 
10. Matthew 28:1-10

11. Matthew 28:16-20

He is risen! We must tell everyone!
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