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SESSION OBJECTIVE: VARIOUS TEXTS 
To gain a general understanding of the Biblical evidence of spiritual gifts.


Apostleship and Mercy 
Tonight, we examine our final two gifts for this class: apostleship and mercy. Both are quite different gifts from 
one another, but one thing they definitely have in common is the lack of air time each of them receive from 
most teachers and preachers. We will examine each of them in their biblical contexts and (hopefully) come 
away with a better understanding of how they work.


Apostleship 
The gift of the apostle is one that is confusing to most people. The New Testament early church is formed on 
the preaching and teaching of the 12 Apostles and the Apostle Paul. These 13 men were uniquely called and 
given an unusual amount of authority. As we previously have discussed in our session on prophecy, the 
prophet of the Old Testament is the equivalent to the Apostle of the New Testament: both are called by God to 
be His mouthpiece, and those who disobey the words of the prophets and Apostles are in direct disobedience 
to God Himself. There were some qualifications that were required to be seen with this kind of authority.

1. They had to be called by Jesus - This is not unique, in that all gifting requires a calling of God.

2. They had to have seen the Lord - This is the unique difference maker. All of the 12 plus Paul had, “seen 

the Lord.” (See texts below)

i. 1 Corinthians 9:1 - “Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not 

my work in the Lord?”

ii. Acts 1:21-22 - "So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus 

went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up 
from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.”


The Apostles in this sense were special and held with higher regard, in that the church was built on the 
foundation of their teachings, the prophets’ writings, and with Jesus as the chief cornerstone (Eph. 2:20).
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However, that does not mean that the office of apostle is closed in a more general sense. In the more general 
understanding of the term, an apostle could be defined as, “The special ability that God gives a person to 
effectively plant, nurture, organize, and see a newly formed local church grow.” In other words, they are 
church planters, more or less.


There is evidence of other apostles even during the Apostles’ time.

1. Barnabas (Acts 14:4; 1 Corinthians 9:6)

2. Andronicus and Junias (Romans 16:7)

3. Others (2 Peter 3:2)


STRENGTHS 
• Evangelistic in nature, desires to share the Gospel with people.

• Sees the potential in places other might not.

• Has an unusual amount of patience when things don’t go well.

• Is able to lead courageously. 

• Can delegate well.


WEAKNESSES 
• May not be able to see when something has failed.

• Can let the big picture overshadow the small details.

• Can demand more of people than what is healthy.

• Can grow callous towards people.


PLACES TO SERVE 
• Outreach initiatives

• Church planting


Mercy 
What is mercy, from a gifting standpoint? A definition could be, “the special ability that God gives to certain 
members of the Body of Christ to feel genuine empathy and compassion for individuals who suffer distressing 
physical, mental or emotional problems, and to translate that compassion into cheerfully done deeds which 
reflect Christ's love and alleviate the suffering.” Mercy allows people to empathize with others in a manner 
that is healing and ministering. It is a brand of mercy that is magnified in the person and work of Jesus Christ.


SOME BIBLICAL EXAMPLES 
Matthew 20:29-34 - “And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him. 30 And behold, there were 
two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, “Lord, 
have mercy on us, Son of David!” 31 The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent, but they cried out all 
the more, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” 32 And stopping, Jesus called them and said, “What do 
you want me to do for you?” 33 They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.” 34 And Jesus in pity 
touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight and followed him.”


Luke 10:33-35 - “But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had 
compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his 
own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day he took out two denarii and 
gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I 
come back.’”
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Matthew 5:7 - ““Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” (See also Matt. 18:33)


See also Mark 1:41 (leper), 5:19 (Gerasene demoniac), 6:34.

See Matthew 9:13, 12:7, and 23:23 for the strikes against the Pharisees. 

STRENGTHS 
• Looks for the good in people. Non-critical (Jude 23).

• Senses the spiritual and emotional atmosphere of a group (Philemon 7).Attracted to people who are 

hurting or in distress (1 John 3:19-20).

• Wants to remove hurts and relieve distress (1 John 3:19-20).Motivated to help people to have right 

relationships with one another (1 John 2:9-11).

• Loves opportunities to give place to others (Romans 12:8).

• Careful with words and actions to avoid hurting others (1 John 2:1).

• Easily detects insincerity in others (1 John 2:4).

• Drawn to others with the gift of mercy.

• Thoughtful. Loves to do things for others. Remembers special occasions (1 John 3:18).

• Trusting. Expects others to be honest and reliable (3 John 5,6).

• Lacks firmness until it’s seen how it will bring benefit (3 John 9-11).


WEAKNESSES 
• Tendency to be indecisive.

• Tends to be guided by emotions more than logic.

• Personal tenderness and sensitivity can cause them to take up another person’s offense.

• Easily hurt by others.

• Can let the empathy for the suffering of others infiltrate own mind or body.

• Must be very careful in ministering to the opposite sex as compassion can be misinterpreted.

• May exhibit pity when the person in need requires exhortation or reproof and therefore may hinder healing 

or growth.

• May concentrate more on the physical needs than on helping the people spiritually; conversely, may 

concentrate more on soul-winning and ignore the physical needs.


PLACES TO SERVE 
• Freedom Groups

• Prayer team

• Bereavement team

• Mentoring / Advocacy

• Missions
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